According to Horrocks, Michael Roop then asked for two
raincoats and left the truck following Randy Roop.  A minute
or so later Horrocks saw lightning in the rear-view mirror,
followed immediately by the unplanned shot blast that killed
both Roops.  The storm lasted only three or four minutes and
the sky cleared again.

Gary Collins testified that after he finished drilling
the holes for the explosives, he parked the drill truck on
the upper bench road and returned to help stem the holes
loaded by the blasting crew.  Collins recalled seeing light-
ning about one minute before the shot went off but this light-
ning was about 10 miles away and came only after he was already
in the blasting truck.  According to Collins, everyone was out
of the blast area when the black cloud first came over the
mountain.

Chilton Holcomb testified that he arrived at the blast
site around 11 that morning and helped load the ANFO into
the holes.  The holes had already been loaded and the wires
connected when Holcomb first saw a flash of lightning one to
three miles away in the hollow below.  There were also dark
clouds over the hollow but they were some distance away.
It was not clear to him which way the storm was then moving
and the sun was still shining overhead.  Holcomb then drove
the drill rig to a safe area around a protected curve in the
upper bench road where Blasting Foreman Billy Collins also
waited.  Collins gave three siren signals announcing the
"all clear" for the shot but the shot failed to fire.  Holcomb
testified that he then proceeded around the protected curve
with Billy Collins to see what was going on and he then saw
lightning, followed by the blast.

High Power Energy's Blasting Foreman, Billy Collins,
had supervised blasting crews since 1975.  He testified that
Randy and Michael Roop, the deceased, had worked for him for
17 years and he considered them to be the best explosives
loaders and the best "safety wise" of all the employees he
ever had.  When Collins arrived at the blast area, the drill
had already pulled out and all but two holes had already
been loaded.  He recalled warning the blasting crew about a
black cloud he saw on the horizon, but at that point they
had only one or two holes to complete.  They had already
hooked up the lead line when Collins left in his truck to
warn the "dumping crew" of the impending shot.  Collins pro-
ceeded to the far end of the upper bench road, waved to
Randy Roop signalling that the shot was ready, then pulled
some 450 to 500 feet away around the bend and out of sight
in an area protected from the blast.  It was not raining at
tnat_point and Collins blew his siren three times as a preblast
warning.  At that point a thunderstorm appeared from the other
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